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The President's Page 
T HE. CATHOLIC PHYSICIAN has a privileged position amongst his fellow men. He is carrying a long tradition which had its begin­
nings shortly after the coming of Christ. When one reads the history 
of medicine as recorded by unbiased reporters, one is impressed with this 
great tradition. 
The record of history sho;s beyond question of doubt that the Catholic 
Church is NOT what so many of her detractors charge-an obstacle to the 
advancement of med�cal progress. It is true that the Catholic Church has 
many critics. She is belabored because she stands four square against the 
false philosophy of artificial birth control. She is criticized because She 
sternly resists the legalized murder advocated by some so-called scientists 
under the false front of euthanasia - or, as it is sometimes popularly 
presented "mercy killing." She is scorned because She condemns mutilation 
of the human body by sterilization. She is ridiculed because She forbids Her 
children to employ artificial preventives of natural functions in violation of 
the laws of nature and of God .... She is considered old-fashioned by some 
because She opposes certain misguided followers of D. Sigmund Freud's 
theories and dictums. 
The Church does oppose all these various theories, practices and philoso­
phies. This is true. But this does not mean that She is opposed to truth. The 
Church has never been the detractor of true science and medical progress. 
Her mission is now and has always been to lead men to salvation and enjoy­
ment of everlasting happiness. She would not be. fulfilling Her Divine 
mission if She ever stood in the way of man's search for Eternal Truth. It is 
Her task to help men rather than impede them. 
The whole history of the Christian era-early history, medieval history, 
modern history-all testify to the work of the Church and her contributions 
to science, including the medical history which will be our  �oncern in the 
brief discussions in the next few issues of THE LIN ACRE QUARTERLY. 
Christ Himself gave the first boost to medical practice. He did this in 
two ways: first, by Himself healing the afflicted, and by numbering a physi­
cian among His Disciples. That physician was St. Luke, the Evangelist, the 
author of the Third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. 
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Time was when some. doubt was cast upon the fact that St. Luke was a 
physician. However, one of tl1e historians who is usually cited as one of the 
most destructive deniers of this fact was Dr. Adolph Harnack, Professor of 
Church History at the University of Berlin. Yet, this self same man in his 
later work, "Luke, the Physician" (published by Putnam's of New York 
in 1909) made a complete submission to the old-fashioned viewpoint. He 
conceded that Luke was a "Greek fellow-worker of St. Paul;" that Luke and 
Paul were "in company for years with Mark, Philip and James," and 
further, that "Luke had previously been a physician and was evidently 
well-versed in all the medical lore of that time." 
So much for my contention that the Church, even in the days of IL 
inception, sheltered under Its wing the practice of medicine-or, at least, 2 
practitioner of medicine. The tradition of friendship and sponsorship of tht 
science, the art and the practice of medicine came down through the centuriei 
to the medieval ages-or, to what the critics of the Church prefer to brand 
the "Dark Ages." 
So much for this letter but in the next few issues to you I will try tt
develop further the picture. It happens to be of interest to me and I hope t<
you. Every time I think of this it' helps to meet some of the criticisms tha 
come our way. 
WILLIAM P. CHESTER, M. D. 
President, The Federation of Catholic Physicians' Guild; 
ANNUAL MEETING of CATHOLIC PHYSICIANS 
The annual meeting of the Federation of Catholic 
Physicians' Guilds will be held in Chicago,June 11. The 
meeting will consist of a luncheon and a program. All 
Catholic physicians in attendance at the A. M. A. Con­
vention being held at that time are cordially invited to 
be present. 
Time and place for the meeting will be announced 
later .... save the date! 
Wednesday, June 11 - Chicago 
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"Jesus Christ Who Was Crucified" 
FRANCIS P. FURLONG, s. J. 
MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOHN bear witness to the historical fact of the death of Our Saviour on the cro1ss. John, an eye witness, tells how the soldiers when they found Jesus already 
dead did not break His legs, but one of the soldiers opened His side with a 
spear and immediately blood and water flowed out. Mark, the faithful mouth­
piece of St. Peter, informs us of Pilate's surprise at the suddenness of Our 
Lord's death, and how Pilate had the Centurion summoned to make sure of 
the fact of death before allowing the body to be taken down from the cross. 
In an effort to do their part to satisfy that eagerness which we all have 
to know more and more about Our Saviour devout medical men continue to 
discuss professionally what were the circumstances of crucifixion, and what 
caused the death of Christ. An eloquent address of Dr. John Lyle Cameron, 
for instance, on "How Our Lord Died" has appeared in Linacre (July 1950)
and also in The Irish Ecclesiastical Rec01·d (March 1951). Dr. Edward 
Wight ably discusses the historicity and authenticity of the Holy Shroud of 
Turin in articles in The Catholic Medical Quarterly (January and April 
1951). Then, too, we have the short interesting book of Dr. R. W. Hynek, 
The True Likeness (Sheed & Ward, 1951). This book on the Shroud also 
cc,nsiders in  detail th� medical aspects of Christ's passion and death, and 
presents the experiments and opinions of a number of other doctors whoµi I 
shall mention later. 
In this present article we shall not discuss whether the Holy Shroud 
venerated at Turin is actually the long linen sheet in which the dead body of 
Our Lord was wrapped for His hasty burial that first Good Friday. Dr. 
Wight and also Dr. Hynek argue that the Shroud. itself affords scientific 
medical evidence of authenticity. Their case is strong. However, let us 
rather direct our efforts this holy season at getting a deeper realization of 
what crucifixion actually meant for Jesus in terms of physical suffering and. 
mental anguish. If writing the death certificate of Him who died for you, 
what would you as a doctor put down .as the cause of death? 
"They Have Pierced My Hands" 
By experimentation on hands just amputated Dr. Barbet determined 
that the only satisfactory place to nail the hands would be through the 
Destot space of the wrist. There a stroke of the hammer would drive a nail 
right through the firm flesh and not a bone of the wrist would be injured in 
